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 Together, we can lead the charge for a new direc•on.  
I invite you to join our campaign by visi•ng www.NancyFor-
Congress.com, and I look forward to hearing your thoughts 
at nancy@nancyforcongress.com as the elec•on cycle pro-
gresses.
 Again, it is an honor to serve as your voice in our na-
•on’s capitol!
      With warm regards,
 
     
     
      Nancy Boyda
     Member of Congress

Dear Neighbor,
 I can’t express what 
a privilege it is to serve 
as your voice in the U.S. 
Congress.  It is a tremen-
dous honor and a hum-
bling duty.
 In the months ahead, 
our campaign will kick 
o" our 2008 re-elec•on 
bid, and I’m looking for-
ward to a produc•ve and 
lively debate about the 

direc•on of our country.  But before the campaign season 
begins in earnest, I want to update you on the goings-on in 
Washington since the 2006 elec•on.
  

WASHINGTON FALLS SHORT

WE CAN FIND A SOLUTION

JOIN OUR TEAM

Working for you!
C o n g r e s s w o m a n  N a n c y  B o y d a
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 The news from Capitol Hill is mixed, to say the least.  
The voters’ call for change in 2006 was sweeping and pow-
erful, but its impact in Washington has fallen short of our 
expecta•ons.  Big Money’s hold remains so strong.  The 
poli•cs of fear remains so entrenched.  Hypocrisy con•n-
ues to run rampant.
 Let’s be clear.  Many representa•ves in Congress are 
good, ordinary people who have their district’s best inter-
ests at heart.  They just want to listen and learn and make 
progress for the American people.  But good inten•ons are 
not enough.
 While gas prices break records on an almost daily 
basis, too many in Congress are reci•ng old talking points 
instead of seeking new solu•ons.  As prescrip•on drug 
prices skyrocket, Capitol Hill con•nues to send billions of 
your tax dollars to the huge pharmaceu•cal companies.  
As thousands of Kansas families lose their homes to fore-
closure, Washington extends a helping hand only to mega-
corpora•ons like Bear Stearns – not to families like yours. 
 If you’re feeling frustrated by the inac•on and the 
bi#er par•sanship in Washington, believe me:  I’m as frus-
trated as you are.
 

 A solu•on is possible – but only with your help.  Kan-
sas needs your involvement, your ideas, and your passion.  
We need you to make a di"erence.
 This newsle#er is driven by the belief that you, as a 
Kansas voter, are the ul•mate authority in our democracy.  
It is an e"ort to include you in my work in Congress, to pro-
vide you with informa•on, and to seek your guidance.  
 Today’s edi•on focuses on my o$ce’s e"orts in Con-
gress over the last year.  Consider it a look back over the 
distance we’ve traveled so far.  Future edi•ons will look for-
ward to policies and ideas for the future.  We’ll talk about
 • How the Washington special interests are 
    hijacking  your tax dollars
 • America’s broken energy policy – and how to %x it
 • Reforms to our health care system
 • How each of us can support our military and 
               veterans
 • And much, much more.
 We’ve made tremendous strides over the last two 
years, but so much work remains to be done.  Un•l Capi-
tol Hill is no longer a haven for corrup•on, un•l gasoline is 
a"ordable for everyday families, un•l our economy stops 
bleeding jobs overseas, un•l Big Money lobbyists no longer 
control Washington, our job will remain un%nished.



County by County,Working for You!

In January of 2007, soon a•er I was sworn into Congress, a 
task force from Iola visited Washington D.C. to discuss the 
community’s need for a new wastewater treatment plant.  
My o•ce submi•ed a request to the Interior Appropria-
!ons Commi•ee in support of the project, and I was de-
lighted to see $500,000 in new federal funding passed into 
law in late 2008.

ALLEN COUNTY

04/28/08 Congress on Your Corner, Humboldt  Senior Center  
07/05/07 Iola Community Involvement Task Force THRIVE Tour, 
Iola City Hall • 05/28/07 La Harpe Memorial Day Service, La 
Harpe Cemetery • 05/28/07 Iola Memorial Day Service, Iola Cem-
etery  03/24/07 Congress on Your Corner, Bonnie’s  Corner Café, 
Gas 03/24/07 Eggs and Issues, Greenery Restaurant • 01/20/07 
Re!red Military Personnel Group Mee!ng, Greenery Restaurant       
01/20/07 Angel Food Ministries, Haldex Manufacturing

ANDERSON COUNTY
The residents of Anderson County were gracious hosts for a 
visit in early April, when I visited several farms and learned 
about regional agricultural concerns.  These visits and dis-
cussions were enlightening and extremely valuable to rep-
resen!ng Kansas in the Congressional debate on the 2007 
Farm Bill. 

04/25/08 Congress on Your Corner, Garne• Town Hall Center 
04/11/08 Rural Development Discussion, Malone’s, Garne•  
04/11/07 Pracht Farm Tour • 04/11/07 Farm Bill Roundtable, Town 
Hall Center, Garne• • 04/11/07 East Kansas Agri-Energy Ethanol 
Plant Tour, Golden Prairie Industrial Park

On behalf of the Atchison County 
Sheri"’s Department, I was hon-
ored to secure $94,000 for equip-
ment needs in the 2008 Omnibus 
Appropria!ons Bill. I also hosted 
two Congress on Your Corner 
events and a•end the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Family Apprecia!on picnic in Po•er.

ATCHISON COUNTY

04/22/08 Congress on Your Corner, Atchison Heritage Conference 
Center • 10/09/07 Atchison Cas!ng Corpora!on Tour 06/03/07 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Family Apprecia!on Picnic, Po•er • 
05/31/07 Mee!ng with Atchison Public O•cials 05/31/07 Con-
gress on Your Corner, Atchison Heritage Conference Center • 
05/31/07 Atchison Rotary Club #430

BOURBON COUNTY
Because of the rural nature of Bourbon County, residents 
face substan!al obstacles in accessing %rst-rate health 
care.  In order to learn more about the problem and pos-
sible solu!ons, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services and I hosted a community discussion at the Buck 
Run Community Center in Fort Sco•.  

03/28/08 Disabled American Veterans Commanders’ Recep!on, 
Fort Sco• Inn • 03/28/08 Congress on Your Corner, Uniontown 
Community Center • 11/28/07 Medicare Enrollment Forum, Buck 
Run Community Center, Fort Sco• • 05/28/07 Na!onal Moment 
of Remembrance, Fort Sco• Historical Site • 01/20/07 VFW Dis-
trict Two Winter Mee!ng, VFW Post 1165, Fort Sco•

 In the 2008 Omnibus Appropria-
!ons Bill, I was proud to secure 
$245,000 to upgrade K-20, an 
important Brown County high-
way.  The repair and develop-
ment of K-20 provides signi%cant 
poten!al for growing the local 
economy.

02/09/08 Congress on Your Corner, Horton Senior Ci!zens 
Center • 05/12/07  Plum Creek Landowners Mee!ng, Fairview 
United Church of Christ • 04/07/07 Congress on Your Corner, 
Morrill Public Library, Hiawatha

BROWN COUNTY
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Angel Food Ministries, Iola, KS

 Atchison County 
Courthouse , Atchison KS

Congresswoman Boyda  
listens in Hiawatha.



CHEROKEE COUNTY
The town of Treece in Cherokee County was long known 
as one of the world’s largest suppliers of lead and zinc ore.  
However, when mining opera•ons ended in 1970, many 
years of milling waste was le• behind.  These mountains of 
waste and the neighboring areas conceal minesha•s and 
large holes, posing a danger to Treece residents.  Sen. Pat 
Roberts and I introduced legisla•on that would authorize 
$6 million for the federal government to buyout hazardous 
proper•es and voluntarily relocate area residents.

05/16/08 USGS Stream Gauge Dedica•on, Baxter Springs 
05/16/08 Mid-America Pipeline Company Visit, Mid-America 
Pipeline Company •  02/23/08 Congress on Your Corner, Josie’s 
Ristorante, Scammon •  11/28/07 Medicare Enrollment Forum, 
Columbus Community Center •  03/31/07 Treece Environmen-
tal Forum, Picher City Hall •  02/10/07 Mee•ng with City Of-
!cials and Tour of Superfund Sites, Galena City Hall

CRAWFORD COUNTY
Crawford County is the proud home of Pi"sburg State Uni-
versity, an outstanding four-year college that educates 
many of the best and brightest in science, technology and 
engineering. In the 2008 Omnibus Appropria•ons Bill, I se-
cured $263,310 for the Pi"sburg State University Technol-
ogy Center, as well as $980,000 for upgrades and develop-
ment of highway US-69 in Crawford County.  Pi"sburg hosts 
one of my two Kansas o#ces, and city residents have gra-
ciously welcomed me to many wonderful events, includ-
ing the All-Star Basketball Tournament at St. Mary’s-Colgan 
High School.

04/28/08 Congress on Your Corner, Celebrity’s •  02/22/08 Rep. 
Boyda’s Pi"sburg District O#ce Open House • 02/21/08 Pi"sburg 
State University Visit, Kansas Technology Center •  11/10/07 Gi• of 
Freedom Veterans Apprecia•on Program, Franklin Community Cen-
ter • 10/27/07 Pi"sburg State University Homecoming Tailga•ng 
and Game •  09/13/07 Congress on Your Corner, Cornerstone Vil-
lage, Pi"sburg •  04/02/07 Tour of Pi"sburg State University Campus   
04/02/07 Tour of Pitsco Facility, Pi"sburg •  04/02/07 Tour of Eagle 
Picher Facility, Pi"sburg •  04/02/07 Tour of Discovery Program Facil-

ity, Pi"sburg •  04/02/07 Pi"sburg Chamber of Commerce Luncheon  
04/01/07 Congress on Your Corner Town Hall, Pi"sburg State Univer-
sity • 04/01/07 All-Star Basket Ball Tournament, St. Mary’s-Colgan 
High School, Pi"sburg •  02/22/07 Videoconference with Southeast 
Kansas School Superintendents, Greenbush Educa•on Service Cen-
ter, Girard •  02/10/07 Tour of Community Health Center of South-
east Kansas, Pi"sburg  • 02/10/07 Rep. Boyda’s Pi"sburg District Of-
!ce  Open House •  02/10/07 Mee•ng with Pi"sburg City O#cials, 
Pi"sburg City Hall

COFFEY COUNTY
As the debate on America’s energy policy con•nues to 
heat up, our na•on is searching for alterna•ves to fossil 
fuels. One poten•al source is nuclear power.  At a Con-
gress on Your Corner at Co%ey County Hospital, Burling-
ton residents shared their views on the neighboring Wolf 
Creek nuclear power plant and on about possibility of 
establishing a second plant at the same loca•on. 

04/19/08 Congress on Your Corner, New Strawn Community 
Center • 01/08/08 Co%ey County Commission 2008 Legisla-
•ve Mee•ng, Co%ey County Courthouse • 08/15/07 Visit to 
Wolf Creek Genera•ng Sta•on, Burlington • 07/14/07 Con-
gress on Your Corner, Co%ey County Hospital, Burlington

DONIPHAN COUNTYIn past years, I’ve bicycled across 
Kansas 10 •mes as part of the Bike 
Across Kansas.  The experience is 
always a highlight of my year.  Al-
though my o#cial du•es prevented 
me from joining the 2007 ride, I was 

delighted welcome par•cipants to the !nish line in Elwood.

05/09/08 Highland Community College Commencement, 
Kessinger Field • 02/09/08 Congress on Your Corner, Highland 
Senior Center • 02/09/08 150th Celebra•on for Highland 
Community College, Walters Wellness Center • 08/31/07  
Dedica•on of Wathena Historic Garden • 06/16/07  Bike Across 
Kansas Kicko%, Elwood Park, Elwood • 05/31/07 Congress on Your 
Corner, Troy Community Center, Troy

Above: Polymer Research 
Insi•tue,  Right: Memorial Wall

5

County by County,Working for You!

Highland Community 
College



DOUGLAS COUNTY
Douglas County received valuable and cri•cal funding in bills passed by Congress in 2008. Included among the funds were 
$3 million for Clinton Lake projects, over $400,000 for a new high throughput screening facility at KU, and over $150,000 
for public safety equipment.  I had the pleasure of visi•ng Douglas County o•en to discuss issues with the Chamber of 
Commerce, a•end community events, and learn about research opportuni•es and growth at the University of Kansas. 

05/05/08 Con-
gressional Art 
C o m p e t i t i o n 
and Lawrence 
High School 
Visit, Lawrence 
High School 
04/18/08 Con-
gress on Your 
Corner, Bald-
win City Pub-
lic Library      
03/26/08 Uni-
versity Forum, 
E c u m e n i c a l 
Chris•an Minis-
tries 03/02/08 
Promote the 
Vote, Lawrence 
H i g h S c h o o l 
01/08/08 Lawrence Chamber of Commerce Legisla•ve Breakfast, 
Eldridge Hotel • 01/07/08 Lawrence Journal-World Editorial Board 
Mee•ng, Lawrence • 12/02/07 83rd Annual Holiday Vespers, Lied  
Center 11/17/07 30th Annual Bishop’s Round-Up for Hunger, 4-H 
Fairgrounds • 11/04/07 Blintz Brunch, Lawrence Jewish Community 
Center • 10/26/07 Tour of Structural Biology Center, University of    
Kansas •  10/21/07 An Evening with Congressman John Lewis, Lied 
Center •  09/11/07 9/11 Memorial Candlelight Vigil and Memorial 
Service, University of Kansas • 08/16/07 Lawrence Chamber of Com-
merce Breakfast, Lawrence Arts Center • 08/16/07 A Community 

of Hope Rebuilds, 
Greensburg Film 
Screening, Liberty 
Hall • 08/11/07 
Midland Railway 
Historical Soci-
ety 20th Anniver-
sary, Baldwin City 
07/07/07 100th 
Birthday Celebra-
•on for Charles 
Doudna, Baker Uni-
versity • 07/03/07 
Military O!cers 
Associa•on of 
America Dinner, 
Lawrence Country 
Club •06/23/07 
Meet the Chatau-
quan Lunch, Three 

Sisters Inn, Baldwin City • 06/23/07 Lecompton Cons•tu•on 150th 
Anniversary, Lecompton Territorial Museum • 05/30/07 Iden•GEN 
North American Grand Opening  • 05/30/07 American Chemical So-
ciety Compe••veness Forum, Dole Ins•tute of Poli•cs • 04/09/07 
21st Annual Pioneer Celebra•on of Bert Nash, Maceli’s • 04/05/07 
No Child Le• Behind Public Mee•ng, Lawrence School District Of-
"ce • 02/23/07 KU School of Pharmacy Dean’s Club, Dole Ins•tute 
of Poli•cs • 01/27/07 Dole Ins•tute of Poli•cs Legisla•ve Recep-
•on, Dole Ins•tute of Poli•cs • 01/22/07 VA Community-Based 
Outpa•ent Clinic Ribbon Cu#ng

VA Community-Based Outpa•ent Clinic  Ribbon Cu•ng

FRANKLIN COUNTY
As the "•h-fastest expanding 
county in Kansas, Franklin County 
faces unique challenges in sup-
por•ng its quickly growing pop-
ula•on.  In the 2008 Omnibus 
Appropria•ons Bill, I worked  to 
secure $294,000 to assist with the 
O•awa Industrial Park, which will 

reinforce Franklin County’s economy and support new growth. 

03/21/08 Congress on Your Corner, Pomona Community 
Center • 11/30/07 Williamsburg Community Library Tour 
11/20/07 Medicare Enrollment Forum, O•awa Middle 
School • 11/20/07 East Central Kansas Economic Oppor-
tunity Corpora•on Annual Dinner, O•awa High School 
10/26/07 Visita•on for SPC Micheal Dean Brown, Dengel 
& Son Mortuary, O•awa • 07/07/07 The Davidson Family 
Project, Willamsburg Park • 06/02/07 Congress on Your 
Corner, Po•er’s Wheel Co%ee House, O•awa

O!awa Congress on Your Corner
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GEARY COUNTY
Geary County serves as home to Fort Riley, a key military 
base in the war on terror. In Congress last year, I was proud 
to secure $1.9 million for a new Military Working Dog Fa-
cility at Fort Riley, and I led the e•orts to restore funding 
cut by the previous Congress under the Base Realignment 
and Closure process.

04/07/08 Congress on Your Corner, Junc!on City • 03/07/08 
Fort Riley’s Soldier Family Assistance Center Visit, Soldier Fam-
ily Assistance Center • 08/21/07 Visit to Ware Elementary, 
Fort Riley • 08/21/07 Congressional Brie"ngs at Fort Riley   
04/04/07 Old Trooper Regiment, Inc. Sta•er’s Day Banquet, 
Junc!on City • 03/10/07 Congress on Your Corner, Fort Riley 
Post Exchange • 02/23/07 Tour of Irwin Army Hospital, Fort 
Riley • 02/23/07 10th Engineer Deployment Ceremony, King 
Field House, Fort Riley

JACKSON COUNTY
Jackson County ci!zens are making powerful strides in 
conserva!on prac!ces.  Last July, I had the chance to see 
their prac!ces at work when the Jackson County Conser-
va!on District board hosted me for an a#ernoon.  They 
o•ered an overview of their “"lter strip” program, and Le-
roy Recheck, a local farmer, kindly showed me "rsthand 
his conserva!on methods.  Rep. Jerry Moran and I are cur-
rently working in Congress to enact the legisla!ve changes 
sought by the Conserva!on District board.

04/05/08 Congress on Your Corner, Maye$a • 07/23/07 Jack-
son County Conserva!on District Tour, Holton • 05/25/07 
[Holton Sesquicentennial Celebra!on Glory Days] Hamburg-
er Feed • 05/12/07 State Associa!on of Kansas Watersheds 
Mee!ng and Tour • 05/12/07 Congress on Your Corner, Buz-
zard’s Pizza, Holton

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Many farmers and ranchers in Je•erson County have graciously 
shared their !me and insights about the problems facing farms 
and ranches in Kansas.  In April of last year, several local farm-
ers hosted tours of their farms and then joined a roundtable 
at the local American Legion. Their ideas and comments were 
extremely important to the debates on the reauthoriza!on of 
the Farm Bill. 

05/03/08  Congress on Your Corner, Kendall State Bank Community 
Hall • 04/09/07 Congress on Your Corner, Oskaloosa Public Library 
04/09/07 O’Trimble Farm Tour • 04/09/07 Nickels Farm Tour 
04/09/07 Farm Bill Roundtable, American Legion Post 225

Labe$e County recent-
ly faced a poten!ally 
devasta!ng economic 
loss due to closure of 
the Parsons Army Am-
muni!on Plant. To limit 
the economic damage, 
I’ve worked closely 
with local leaders and 

the Army to provide informa!on to the community, and 
I’ve coordinated with the O%ce of Economic Adjustment 
to acquire funds for the area.  I also worked last year to 
secure &70,500 for the Parsons Police Department.

LABETTE COUNTY
05/16/08 Labe$e Community College Commencement, Labe$e Com-
munity College • 05/16/08 Cardinal Cita!ons Award Recep!on, Carne-
gie Arts  Center • 02/23/08 See-Kan RC and D Annual Mee!ng, Oswego 
Community Building  • 02/23/08 Congress on Your Corner, Buckboard 
Cafe, Chetopa • 10/06/07 3rd District Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
Ladies Auxiliary Mee!ngs, Parsons  • 07/06/07 Tour of Southeast 
Kansas Flooding, Oswego • 07/06/07 Tour of Southeast Kansas Flood-
ing, Chetopa  • 07/06/07 Public Mee!ng with Keith Eas!n, Assistant 
Secretary of the Army  • 07/06/07 Congress on Your Corner, Parsons 
Recrea!on Center • 07/06/07 Kansas Army Ammuni!on Plant Tour, 
Parsons • 05/26/07 Mound Valley Monument Dedica!on, Mound 
Valley Cemetery • 05/26/07 Katy Days Bluebonnet Banquet, Parsons       
04/02/07 Mee!ng with Kansas Hospital Associa!on, Labe$e County 
Medical Center

Farm Tour, Ozawkie, KS
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Congresswoman Boyda hears  
pharamcy concerns in Parsons.
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Working for You in Kansas!
As your voice in the United States Congress, my top priority is to serve you in your dealings 
with the federal government.  Whether you’re a veteran having problems with your health 
bene•ts or a student seeking help with your federal loan, my goal is to ensure that your 
government treats you promptly, e•ciently, and fairly.

In 2007, my o•ce and I aided in 2,068 cons!tuent service cases. Each Kansan who contacts my o•ce has unique 
needs, but the most frequent concerns involve VA health bene•ts, Social Security problems, federal grant requests, 
and the federal disaster relief process.  Over 85% of the •me, our cons•tuents are sa•s•ed with my o•ce’s work  on 
their behalf.
Last year, my o•ce also received and replied to 60,571 legisla!ve le"ers from Kansans. 

FEDERAL  GRANTS
 The federal government o!ers a wide variety of grant 
programs for state and local governments, nonpro•t and 
educa•onal organiza•ons, and even individuals. My o•ce 
is pleased to o!er a helping hand by matching a cons•tuent 
with appropriate programs and o!ering other assistance.
                    171 cases in 2007

MILITARY/VETERAN’S SERVICES
 My Congressional o•ce assists 
veterans concerns, including VA health 
bene•ts, ac•ve duty and reservist con-
cerns, and FBI inquiries.
 We o"en help veterans’ rela•ves 
and survivors gather informa•on about 
their family member’s military history 
and in some cases, we are able to pres-
ent medals earned but never received.   356 cases in 2007 

  In January of 2007, The U.S. State Department be-
gan requiring travelers #ying to Canada, Mexico, the Ca-
ribbean, and Bermuda to carry a U.S. passport, leading to 
a dras•c increase in the number of passport applica•ons 
and nearly doubling the applica•on process •me. My of-
•ce worked with the State Department to help Kansans re-
ceive their passports in a •mely manner and the vast ma-
jority of travelers who contacted my o•ce made their trips 
as planned.                    794 cases in 2007

PASSPORTS LOCAL ISSUES/MISCELLANEOUS
 My o•ce occasionally hears from Kansans who are 
dealing with a consumer protec•on issue, having di•culty 
with their Medicaid bene•ts, or encountering other prob-
lems with state or local government.  We work closely with 
state and local o•cials to resolve these problems as quickly 
and favorably as possible.                            153 cases in 2007

SOCIAL  SECURITY
 My o•ce is available to help cons•tuents make the 
most of the Social Security system. From disability adjudi-
ca•on to lost and delayed payments or applica•onss, we 
are here to help$                                          154 cases in 2007

DISASTER RELIEF/AGRICULTURE
      When disaster 
strikes, my o•ce is ready 
to help with disaster relief 
applica•ons for individu-
als, farmers, and commu-
ni•es. 
 Last year the Kan-
sas Second District en-
dured especially rough weather. To be&er serve Kansans, 
several members of my sta! a&ended Federal Emergency 
Management Agency brie•ngs.
    My sta! traveled door-to-door along #ooded river-
banks to inform families of the disaster relief process.  We 
also made a series of announcements on local radio sta-
•ons.                     107 cases in 2007

 In the midst of today’s illegal immigra•on crisis, it is 
more important than ever for America to gain control of our 
legal immigra•on system.  
 My o•ce works to resolve concerns involving immi-
grant and non-immigrant visas, naturaliza•on, and perma-
nent residency.  We do not provide assistance or represen-
ta•on to illegal immigrants.          96 cases in 2007

IMMIGRATION
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POSTAL ISSUES
 Not only can my o•ce help •x 
your problems with postal delivery, 
but our ongoing rela•onship with the 
U.S. Postal Service helps us to resolve 
many other types of concerns.  During 
last summer’s passport crisis, my sta• 
worked closely with the post o•ce to 
let cons•tuents know exactly where 
their passports were and when to ex-
pect delivery. 
 On several occasions, members of my sta• picked 
up passports directly from the post o•ce a!er-hours and 
delivered them to travelers on the night before their early-
morning "ights.           28 cases in 2007

STUDENT LOANS 
 Most Kansas students graduate from college with 
student loan debt.  Many are able to pay o• their loans on 
•me every month, but some•mes, a sudden health emer-
gency or life change makes loan repayment temporarily im-
possible.  
 Fortunately, our o•ce can o!en work with the De-
partment of Educa•on to help cons•tuents receive a for-
bearance or reduced loan payments.         26 cases in 2007

CONSTITUENT MAIL
 In 2007, Kansans  sent 60,571 let-
ters to my o•ce to express their views 
about virtually every issue before Con-
gress.  I consider it a top priority to 
respond to your ques•ons in as much 
detail as possible.
 The three most common concerns 
I heard about last year were the State 

Children’s Health Insurance Program (2,804 le#ers), immi-
gra•on and border security (1,999 le#ers), and the war in 
Iraq (1,777 le#ers). The views and opinions expressed in 
your le#ers proved invaluable to my work in Congress and 
helped me to serve as a be#er voice for Kansas. 

HOUSING
 The ongoing subprime mortgage crisis impacted 
millions of Americans, including tens of thousands of Kan-
sans.  
 Although federal law prevents us from directly inter-
vening in a consumer’s dealings with a mortgage company, 
we can help by connec•ng Kansans to the appropriate fed-
erally funded credit counseling service.  Credit counseling, 
when combined with personal •nancial responsibility, can 
help many people rein in their debt, keep their homes, and 
begin to restore their credit.                    29 cases in 2007

HEALTH CARE/MEDICARE
 My o•ce o!en hears from se-
niors who have been accidentally or 
fraudulently enrolled in the wrong 
Medicare plan.  Some•mes they don’t 
know exactly what has happened – only 
that the wrong amount is being with-
held from their Social Security check.  
We work quickly to resolve their concerns, and in some  
cases, cons•tuents end up receiving a Medicare refund for 
any wrongly withheld amounts.                   83 cases in 2007

FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT
 In 2007, my o•ce helped public employees solve 
payroll problems, •x unexplained changes in their re•re-
ment bene•ts, and resolve numerous other concerns.
 In addi•on, my o•ce serves as a voice for civil ser-
vants in the legisla•ve process.  We work hard to bring the 
•rst-hand perspec•ves of federal employees to the a#en-
•on of the U.S. Congress.                     40 cases in 2007

TAX/FINANCIAL
In addi•on to helping you resolve your IRS casework con-
cerns, I’m working hard in Congress to help you keep more 
of your hard-earned money.  I am con•nuing to author 
legisla•on and cast votes to relieve the burden of taxes on 
middle-class families.                      31 cases in 2007

Working for You!
C o n g r e s s w o m a n  N a n c y  B o y d a
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Passports: 794 cases

Military/Veteran’s: 356 cases

Grants: 171 cases

Social Security:  154 cases

Local Issues/Misc.: 153 cases

Immigra•on: 96 cases

Health Care: 83 cases

Disaster Relief/Ag.: 107 cases

Federal Employment: 40 cases

Finanical: 31 cases

Housing: 29 cases

Postal Issues: 28 cases

Student Loans: 26 cases

Congresswoman Nancy Boyda talks with a cons•tuent on a local farm.

    

Working for You! Pilgrimage Made Possible

     When my doctor diagnosed me with skin cancer last year, I 
knew that I had a !ght in my future. Li"le did I know that the 
biggest ba"le would not be with cancer but with Medicare.
     I had recently switched insurance plans to try to save a lit-
tle money. Months later, I discovered that this plan did not use 
my Medicare, and I knew at once that I needed to get back on 
Medicare to a#ord my cancer treatment. I called and called and 
wrote le"er a$er le"er, but I never heard back from the Medi-
care o%ce. Months passed without a word.
     I was facing cancer surgery at the •me, and there was no 
way I could a#ord those medical bills without Medicare. The 
struggle took on a new sense of urgency. But un•l the Medicare 
o%ce returned my calls, treatment was postponed inde!nitely.
     Not seeing any other op•on, I decided to write to Congress-

woman Nancy Boyda about 
my ba"le with Medicare. 
Her o%ce immediately set 
to work on my case. With 
their help, I was back on 
Medicare by the end of 
the week. I even got a per-
sonal phone call from the 
Medicare o%ce apologiz-
ing for the delay.
     Because of Congresswoman Boyda and her caring sta#, I got 
the care I needed, and am happy to report that I am now cancer 
free. 

     Our church youth group 
was able to ful!ll our dream of 
a Pilgrimage to our ancestral 
church  home in Canterbury, 
England thanks in large part  to 
e#ots of Congresswoman Nan-
cy Boyda’s dedicated sta# of 
young professionals during the 
big Passport Crisis of 2007.
     Three years of prepara•on 
was spent studying church 
history, raising funds, and en-
gaging in regular email con-
tact with clergy and sta# from 
Canterbury Cathedral to plan a 
visit that would enable us to go 
behind the scenes and spend 
•me with the stone masons, 
stained glass ar•sts, and music 
and worship leaders responsi-

ble for the daily life of the thousand year old Cathedral.
     We were told told that applying for passports took approxi-
mately six weeks, so we thought we had allowed plenty of •me 
when we applied !ve months ahead of our departure date. 
     That’s when news stories began to come out that changes in 

the passport laws had created a bureaucra•c nightmare with 
backlog of millions of applica•ons at understa#ed processing 
centers across the country. Many applica•ons sat untouched 
for weeks, even months, and a &ood of news stories told of 
thousands of Americans forced to cancel travel plans due to 
the logjam.
     We contacted Congresswoman Boyda’s o%ce immediately 
with a list of those in our group who might be a#ected by this 
crisis. Her sta# promptly looked into our situa•on and located 
each of our applica•ons at various processing centers in Hous-
ton, South Carolina, and even New Hampshire. They regularly 
followed up on the status of the applica•ons and kept us in-
formed of their progress. They 
calmly reassured us as our de-
parture date approached and 
we found ourselves s•ll wait-
ing. Slowly, the passports began 
to arrive -- the last few literally 
within days of our trip.
     Our Pilgrimage turned out to 
be beyond fantas•c' The people 
in England treated us as family 
and made us truly feel at home. 
We deeply appreciate the role 
that Nancy Boyda’s sta# played 
in making this once in a life •me 
experience possible.

Working for You! Cancer Patient Breaks Through Medicare Red Tape

  Michael Massey & Kathy Slawson 

Grace Cathedral in Topeka, Kansas

Dolores Rose

Rossville, Kansas

Above and Le!: Members of 
The  Grace Cathedral Youth 
Group spend •me in Canterbury,        
England.

My cons•tuent service o"ce works hard for Kansans every day. Here’s a 
sampling of our work for you in 2007. 

Working for You!
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LEAVENWORTH COUNTY
On an early December morn-
ing in 2001, St. Igna•us Chapel at 
Fort Leavenworth burned to the 
ground.  The •re destroyed much 
more than a building; it destroyed 
a place for community, fellowship, 
and faith.  Construc•on on a new 

chapel was ini•ally slated to begin 
in 2011, but fortunately, with the 
assistance of the U.S. House Mili-
tary Appropria•ons Commi!ee, I 
helped to secure $11.6 million to 
begin building a new chapel this 
year.  

05/26/08 Fort Leavenworth Memorial Day Ceremony, Fort Leav-
enworth Na•onal Cemetery  • 05/03/08 Congress on Your Corner, 
Bichelmeyer’s Steakhouse • 04/14/08 Visit to Leavenworth High 
School, Leavenworth High School • 03/28/08 Annual Women’s 
Conference, Fron•er Conference Building • 03/18/08 Lansing Lions 
Club Mee•ng, Lansing City Hall • 03/08/08  Leavenworth Tax Work-
shop, Leavenworth Public Library • 03/04/08 Visit to Leavenworth 
VA Hospital, Leavenworth VA Hospital • 03/04/08 Fort Leavenworth 
Equal Opportunity Women’s History Luncheon, Fron•er Confer-
ence Center • 02/12/08 Na•onal Salute to Hospitalized Veterans 
Week Visit, Dwight D. Eisenhower VA Medical Center, Leavenworth  
• 01/14/08 Press Availability with Chairman Chet Edwards (TX-17), 
Lewis and Clark Center, Fort Leavenworth • 01/07/08 Leavenworth 
Times, Lansing This Week Editorial Board Mee•ng, Leavenworth • 
12/15/07 Remarks to the Kansas State Prison for Men Banquet • 
12/15/07 Holiday Recep•on with Gen. William Caldwell, Fort Leav-
enworth 11/12/07 Leavenworth County Veterans Day Parade  • 
08/13/07 Northrop Grumman Visit, Leavenworth • 08/13/07 MPRI 
Visit, Leavenworth • 08/13/07 Lewis and Clark Center Dedica•on 
Ceremony and Lunch, Fort Leavenworth • 08/13/07 Cubic Applica-

•ons, Inc. Visit, Leavenworth • 08/13/07 Community Leaders Break-
fast, Riverfront Community Center 08/13/07 Booz-Allen-Hamilton 
Visit, Leavenworth • 08/12/07 Lewis and Clark Center Recep•on, 
Fort Leavenworth  • 08/10/07 Visit with Leavenworth Veterans 
Service O"cers, Eisenhower VA Hospital • 08/10/07 Veterans and 
Military A#airs Advisory Council Mee•ng, Leavenworth 08/10/07 
Congressional Brie•ngs at Fort Leavenworth • 07/13/07 Welcome 
Dinner for Gen. Caldwell, Leavenworth Country Club  • 07/03/07 
Tour of Leavenworth Federal Peniten•ary • 07/03/07 Press Con-
ference on Federal Prison Funding, Riverfront Community Center 
• 05/04/07 First Missionary Bap•st Church 150th Anniversary Cel-
ebra•on, Leavenworth • 02/24/07 A Taste of Leavenworth, First 
City Museum • 02/21/07 Military Hall of Fame Dis•nguished Grad-
uates Ceremony • 02/21/07 Mee•ng with Leavenworth-Lansing 
Chamber of Commerce • 02/21/07 Lunch with Fort Leavenworth 
Representa•ves, Eisenhower Hall                 02/21/07 Fort Leaven-
worth Informa•on Exchange, Combined Arms Library • 02/21/07 
Fort Leavenworth Brie•ng, Combined Arms Library • 02/12/07 Fort 
Leavenworth Interna•onal Flag Ceremony, Fort Leavenworth

MIAMI COUNTY
The Miami County Sheri#’s Department 
received $94,000 in much-needed equip-
ment funding in the 2008 Omnibus Ap-
propria•ons Bill.  In order to learn more 
about the community’s other needs, 
I’ve hosted two Congress on Your Corner 
events in the county, where residents 
have o#ered their views on federal issues 
and sought help with federal agencies.

03/21/08 Osawatomie Congress on Your Corner, Whistle Stop Café • 11/20/07 
Visita•on for Sergeant Je#ery S. Mersman of Parker, Kansas • 08/18/07 Paola Con-
gress on Your Corner, Paola Community Center • 07/21/07 Mee•ng with City Of-
•cials and Tour of Flooding, Osawatomie High School • 07/02/07 Aerial Tour of 
Southeast Kansas Flooding, Osawatomie 

Congresswoman Boyda speaks  
with the Paola Robo•cs Team.

County by County,Working for You!

Shortly a%er &oods devastated Linn 
County in early 2007, I held a Congress 
on Your Corner with Pleasanton resi-
dents.  Several members of my sta# 
with broad knowledge of the disaster 
relief system also a!ended, and to-
gether, we o#ered residents sugges-
•ons on receiving assistance through 
the federal disaster relief program. 

LINN COUNTY

04/25/08 Congress on Your Corner, La 
Cygne Public Library • 11/21/07 Funeral 
Services for Sergeant Je#ery S. Mersman 
of Parker, Kansas • 06/30/07 Congress on 
Your Corner, Aus•n’s Cafe, Pleasanton

con•nued from page 7

Congresswoman Boyda joins cons•tuents in a 
Leavenworth parade.



NEMAHA COUNTY
Over the past year, Nemaha County residents have joined 
me for two Congress on Your Corner events:  one in Cen-
tralia and another in Go•.  These events o•ered an oppor-
tunity to hear what was on the minds of northeast Kansas 
residents and to learn more about their Congressional con-
cerns. 

03/22/08 Congress on Your Corner, Centralia Community Center 
09/22/07 Congress on Your Corner, Wetmore City Hall
07/29/07 Nemaha County Fair, Seneca • 07/02/07 Congress on 
Your Corner, Go• Community Center

As the U.S. House Agriculture Commi!ee dra"ed the 2007 
Farm Bill, I recommended adding a provision to estab-
lish a Na#onal Rural Informa#on Program. This program 
would support community colleges, including schools like 
Neosho County Community College, through grants to 
develop alterna#ve energy programs.

NEOSHO COUNTY

04/26/08 Mee#ng with Erie O$cials, Horizons Restaurant, Prai-
rie Ridge Golf Course • 04/26/08 Congress on Your Corner, Brick 
House • 07/14/07 Old Soldiers and Sailors Reunion Day, American 
Legion, Erie • 07/05/07 SE Kansas Regional Planning Commission 
Mee#ng, Chanute Country Club • 07/02/07 Aerial and Ground 
Tour of Southeast Kansas Flooding, Chanute • 05/05/07 Neosho 
County Community College 70th Anniversary, Chanute • 04/03/07 
Tour of Westho• Interiors, St. Paul • 04/03/07 St. Paul Economic 
Development Tour, St. Paul City Hall • 04/03/07 Mee#ng with Cha-
nute and NCCC O$cials, Chanute City Hall • 04/03/07 - Congress 
on Your Corner, Grain Bin Restaurant, Chanute

OSAGE COUNTY
My run for Con-
gress in 2006 
was sparked by 
the sense that 
too many Wash-
ington poli#cians 
just didn’t get it.  
They were out of 
touch with Kan-
sas, trapped on 
Capitol Hill with 
no sense of life 
back home.  Af-
ter my elec#on to o$ce, one of my top priori#es was to 
avoid ge%ng caught in the same trap.  That’s why my sta• 
and I began  our Congress on Your Corner program:  to hear 
&rsthand what Kansans think about the issues before Con-
gress, to remain accessible and available to the people who 
hired me in the &rst place.  Osage City hosted our very &rst 
Congress on Your Corner at the Copper Oven, and since 
then, we’ve returned for two more Osage County Congress 
on Your Corner events in Overbrook and Lyndon.

03/25/08 Congress on Your Corner, Lyndon Community Center 
08/11/07 Congress on Your Corner, Overbrook 07/04/07 Over-
brook Gas and Convenience Sta#on Grand Opening • 07/01/07 
Tour of Southeast Kansas Flooding, Quememo • 02/24/07 Con-
gress on Your Corner, Copper Oven

POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY
Po!awatomie County 
is rapidly growing due 
to the expansion of Fort 
Riley, and in order to 
meet the challenges of 
this sudden expansion, 
Po!awatomie and sur-
rounding communi#es 

have come together to develop the Flint Hills Regional 
Growth Plan.  In Congress, I am working to ensure that 
the federal government con#nues to support this e•ort, 
with par#cular focus on the region’s infrastructure re-
quirements and the needs of the libraries and jail.

05/13/08  Wamego Middle School Visit, Wamego Middle School
03/22/08 Congress on Your Corner, Onaga Senior Center  
01/10/08 Congress on Your Corner, Sun'ower Room, Westmo-
reland • 11/27/07 Mee#ng with Po!awatomie County Commis-
sioners, Westmoreland • 11/27/07 Medicare Enrollment Forum, 
Onaga Senior Center • 08/14/07 Visit to Je•rey Energy Plant, St. 
Marys • 07/04/07 Wamego’s 136th Annual Independence Day, 
Wamego • 06/01/07 Congress on Your Corner, Columbian The-
ater, Wamego

Congress on Your Corner - Lyndon, KS
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Mee•ng with famers in 
Po•awatomie



Riley County is home to two of Kansas’ greatest ins•tu•ons: Fort Riley and Kansas State University.  In support of Fort 
Riley, I’ve worked hard to reverse the devasta•ng BRAC funding cuts enacted by the previous Congress, and I’ve helped 
to secure funds for a new, $404 million hospital to be built in Riley County.  In support of K-State, I’ve worked to secure 
$500,000 in federal funding for the Leadership for Leaders Program, as well as $2.3 million for research ini•a•ves.  Other 
federal investments in Riley County include $1.4 million for the Manha!an Airport and $134,808 for a levee study.

RILEY COUNTY

04/07/08 Congress on Your Corner, Ogden • 04/07/08 Visit to the Manha!an Area Technical College, Manha!an Area Technical Col-
lege • 01/11/08 Tour of K-State College of Veterinary Medicine, Coles Hall • 01/10/08 Kansas Pork Mee•ng, Kansas Farm Bureau 
01/10/08 Kansas Farm Bureau Mee•ng, Kansas Farm Bureau • 01/10/08 Kansas Ca!lemen Mee•ng, Kansas Farm Bureau • 01/10/08 
Kansas Associa•on of Wheat Growers Mee•ng, Kansas Farm Bureau • 01/10/08 KMAN Interview, KMAN Radio • 11/27/07 Medicare 
Enrollment Forum, North Central-Flint Hills Area Agency on Aging • 11/26/07 Landon Lecture: Defense Secretary Robert Gates, K-
State  • 11/16/07 1st Infantry Division Headquarters Dedica•on Ceremony, Fort Riley • 11/11/07 State of Kansas Veterans Cemetery 
Groundbreaking, Fort Riley • 11/02/07 Civics and Civility Summit, K-State Alumni Center • 10/23/07 Manha!an Chamber Breakfast, 
Kansas Farm Bureau Building • 09/21/07 Stoneybrook Assisted Living Congress on Your Corner, Manha!an • 09/13/07 Community 
Bridges Radio Show, Manha!an • 08/21/07 Visit to Pawnee Mental Health Clinic, Manha!an • 08/21/07 Visit to Flint Hills Job Corps, 
Manha!an • 08/21/07 Mee•ng with Riley County Board of Commissioners, Riley County Courthouse Plaza • 08/21/07 Mee•ng with 
Manha!an City Commission, City Commission Chambers • 08/20/07 Tour of the Nanoscale Corpora•on, Manha!an • 08/20/07 
Tour of the Biosecurity Research Ins•tute, Pat Roberts Hall • 08/20/07 Congress on Your Corner, Riley County Senior Service Center, 
Manha!an • 04/10/07 League of Women Voters Annual Mee•ng, K-State Hale Library • 04/10/07 100th Federal Depository Library 
Anniversary, K-State Hale Library • 04/04/07 Manha!an Chamber of Commerce Military Rela•ons Commi!ee Mee•ng • 03/26/07 
Congressional Delega•on Visit to Fort Riley  • 02/19/07 Tour of Manha!an Head Start • 02/19/07 K-State vs. KU Men’s Basketball 
Game, Bramlage Coliseum • 02/19/07 Farm Bureau Producer Panel, Manha!an • 01/15/07 Mar•n Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast, 
Manha!an • 01/15/07 Dr. Mar•n Luther King, Jr. Community Celebra•on, Manha!an Town Center

Congresswoman Boyda speaks with a member of the        
American Red Cross following •oods in Manha•an.
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Congresswoman Boyda speaks with cons!tuents at a parade 
in Riley County.



05/26/08 American Legion Post 
400 Memorial Day Service, Roch-
ester Cemetery • 05/26/08 All Vet-
erans  Memorial  Day    Ceremony 
05/19/08 GI Bill Press Event, To-
peka High School • 05/18/08 
Washburn Rural High School 
Commencement, Kansas Expo-
centre • 05/17/08 Armed Forces 
Day Celebra•on, Heartland Park 
• 05/12/08 Topeka Independent 
Business Associa•on, Blind Tiger 
• 05/12/08 Na•onal Reading is 
Fun Event, State Street Elementa-
ry School • 05/12/08 Health Care 
Mee•ng with Second District Na-
•ve American Tribes, Capitol Plaza 
• 05/10/08 Annual Le!er Carrier 
Stamp Out Hunger Day, Potwin Area  
• 05/04/08 Colonel Gregg Burden Re•rement Ceremony, Forbes 
Field, Hangar 665  04/27/08 100th Anniversary of Mount Car-
mel Missionary Bap•st Church, Mount Carmel Missionary Bap-
•st Church • 04/26/08      Celebrity Pancake Feed, Combat Air 
Museum, Hangar 602 04/20/08 A Day with Dr. Ingrid Ma!son, 
Memorial Union, Washburn University • 04/12/08 Kansas Com-
mi!ee Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Annual Plan-
ning and Awards Banquet, Ramada Inn Downtown • 04/12/08 
Congressional Art Compe••on, Brown v Board of Educa•on Na-
•onal Historic Site • 04/05/08 Congress on Your Corner, Rossville 
• 03/26/08 KC135E Press Conference, Forbes Field • 03/25/08 
Topeka Tax Workshop, Docking O"ce Building • 03/25/08 
Heartland Bank Mee•ng, HCBA O"ce, 5th Floor Capitol Federal 
Building • 03/20/08 Downtown Topeka Rotary, Ramada Inn • 
03/18/08 Credit Cardholder Bill of Rights Press Conference, HCCI 
• 03/07/08 Topeka Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Mee•ng, 

FHL Bank • 03/07/08 47th Annual 
Kansas Prayer Breakfast, Ramada Inn 
02/20/08 Kansas Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Mee•ng, Kansas Ex-
poCentre • 02/11/08 Salute to Hos-
pitalized Veterans, Colmery O’Neil VA 
Medical Center • 02/09/08 LULAC 
Sweetheart Dance, Kansas ExpoCen-
tre - Ag Hall  • 02/02/08 Topeka High 
School Produc•on of ‘A Few Good 
Men’, Topeka High School • 02/02/08 
Ci•zens for Immigra•on Reform 
Mee•ng, Topeka and Shawnee Coun-
ty Public Library • 01/25/08 Deliver 
Remarks at the Kansas Chamber of 
Commerce Congressional Summit , 
Ramada Inn • 01/24/08 A!end the 
Topeka Chamber of Commerce An-

nual Mee•ng, Ramada Inn • 01/24/08 
A!end the Safe Homes, Safe Streets 2008 Recep•on, Ramada Inn 
• 01/21/08 Topeka’s Annual Community Soup Kitchen Dinner, 1st 
Methodist Church • 01/12/08 Re•erment Ceremony for CWO-4 
Ron Brown, USMCR, Armed Forces Reserve Center, Forbes Field 
• 01/09/08 Kansas Soybean Associa•on Annual Mee•ng, Kan-
sas Expocentre • 01/09/08 Kansas Rural Center Mee•ng, Topeka 
District O"ce • 01/09/08 Kansas Livestock Associa•on Mee•ng, 
Topeka District O"ce 01/09/08 Kansas Grain and Feed Mee•ng, 
Topeka District O"ce          01/09/08 Hill’s Pet Nutri•on Mee•ng, 
Topeka • 01/09/08 Del Monte Mee•ng, Topeka • 11/23/07 Toy 
Safety Press Conference, Topeka Shawnee County Public Library • 
11/20/07 Vo•ng Equipment Demonstra•on, Secretary of State’s 
O"ce • 11/19/07 Tour of the Forbes Field Combat Air Museum  
• 11/12/07 Kansas Second District Veterans History Project, To-
peka High School 

SHAWNEE COUNTY
     Shawnee County is the most populous county  in the Kansas Second Congressional District, and it faces many challenges 
in mee•ng the needs of its large and varied popula•on. That’s why the 2008 Omnibus Appropria•ons Bill included several 
key federal investments in Shawnee County, such as $735,000 for a study on I-70, $294,000 to replace the Topeka Tran-
sit busses, $196,800 for a levee study, $65,800 for the Topeka Police Department, and $61,100 for the Shawnee County 
Sheri#’s Department.
     The Kansas Na•onal Guard, headquartered in Topeka, also received %nancial support from the same bill, including $1.6 
million for safety equipment and $500,000 for radios at the Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center, as well as an ad-
di•onal $1 million for the Defense Command Integra•on Center.
     Since I was sworn into Congress, I’ve returned home to Shawnee County nearly every weekend, and I’ve enjoyed 
par•cipated in over 125 events.  Among the most memorable were the visits to workplaces like BNSF and Goodyear, my 
monthly radio town halls on the Jim Cates Show, and many other ceremonies and community ac•vi•es. 

Stamp Out Hunger - Topeka, KS
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SHAWNEE COUNTY, CONTINUED
11/11/07 Gage Park Veterans Day Memorial Service, Gage Park Veter-
ans Memorial • 11/11/07 2007 Veterans Day Observance, All Veterans 
Memorial • 11/04/07 Kansas Na•onal Guard Hall of Fame Induc•on 
Ceremony, Ramada Inn • 11/04/07 Diwali Fes•val, Topeka Perform-
ing Arts Center • 10/29/07 Atria Hearthstone Congress on Your Cor-
ner, Topeka • 10/08/07 Congress on Your Corner, Silver Lake Senior 
Ci•zen’s Center • 10/08/07 No Child Le! Behind Forum, Topeka High 
School Auditorium • 10/08/07 Breakthrough House Luncheon, Tope-
ka • 09/14/07 Kansas Na•onal Guard 1st Ba"alion Welcome Home, 
Kansas ExpoCentre • 09/14/07 Naturaliza•on Ceremony, Franklin 
Carlson United States Courthouse • 09/12/07 College Cost Reduc•on 
Act Press Conference, Topeka High School Library • 09/12/07 Brews-
ter Place Congress on Your Corner, Topeka • 09/11/07 Eastern Kansas 
Health Care System Town Hall, Comery-O’Neil VA • 09/03/07 Remarks 
to the Topeka Labor Day Rally, Kansas Statehouse • 09/02/07 Grove 

Communi-
ty Picnic, 
G r o v e  
08/22/07 
U n i C a r e 
Health Plan 
of Kansas 
C o m m u-
nity Re-
source Cen-
ter Open 
H o u s e  
08/22/07 

Teacher Tax 
Relief Press 
Conference, 

Meadows Elementary School • 08/22/07 25th Anniversary of the 
United States Coast Guard Personnel Service O#ce •08/20/07 Fu-
neral Ceremonies for Capt. Tony Cox, Kansas ExpoCentre • 08/18/07 
Annual Topeka AIDS Project Gala, Topeka • 08/11/07 Topeka Ac•ve 
20-30 Club $524’s Fourth Annual Children’s Charity Gala • 08/09/07 
Visit with Veterans Service O#cers, Rep. Boyda’s Topeka District O#ce 
08/09/07 BNSF Facility Tour, Branner Tra#cway Facility • 08/07/07 
Social Security Administra•on Open House, Topeka • 08/07/07 Lunch 
with Blue Cross Blue Shield Employees, Topeka • 08/07/07 Good-
year Plant Tour, Topeka • 08/06/07 Save Our Community Pharma-
cies Press Conference, Jayhawk Pharmacy • 08/06/07 Kansas Hos-
pital Forum, Stormont-Vail Hospital • 08/06/07 Hill’s Pet Nutri•on 
Center Tour, Topeka • 08/06/07 Gerald Ferguson Medal Ceremony, 
Rep. Boyda’s Topeka O#ce • 07/28/07 Shawnee County Fair, Kansas 
Expocentre 07/21/07 74th Annual Fiesta Mexicana, Our Lady of Gua-
delupe Church • 07/20/07 Pauline Summer Reading Program, Velma 
Paris Community Center • 07/20/07 Quarterly Topeka Chamber Lun-
cheon, Topeka Chamber of Commerce • 07/10/07 Survivors of Earl 

John Roney Medal Ceremony, Rep. Boyda’s Topeka O#ce • 07/05/07 
Stormont-Vail Laboratory Tour and Congress on Your Corner, Topeka  
07/04/07 Potwin Place Neighborhood Associa•on Independence Day, 
Topeka • 07/04/07 Holliday Park Neighborhood Independence Day 
Celebra•on, Topeka • 07/04/07 Collins Park Independence Day, To-
peka • 07/03/07 Visit to Topeka Family Service and Guidance Center  
06/23/07 Kansas Na•onal Guard Family Readiness Picnic, Forbes Field 
06/18/07 Support for Veterans Press Conference, VFW Auxiliary Post 
1650 • 06/17/07 Topeka Big Read Presenta•on, Topeka Public Library  
06/17/07 31st Annual Juneteenth Celebra•on, Big Gage Shelter House 
06/01/07 Tour of Coast Guard Personnel Service Center  05/30/07 
Payless Shoesource Tour, Payless Shoesource World Headquarters  
05/25/07 Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP, Gage Park • 05/21/07 YWCA Lead-
ership Luncheon, Ramada Inn, Topeka • 05/18/07 Recep•on by To-
peka Transit Authority and Lawrence Transit System 05/14/07 UPS 
Ride-Along, Topeka UPS Center • 05/14/07 Mexican Trucking Press 
Conference, KTA Trailer Staging Area • 05/07/07 Visit to Red Cross 
Staging Area, Topeka Expocentre • 05/05/07 Congressional Art Con-
test, Brown v. Board Na•onal Historic Site • 05/04/07 Visit to PTMW, 
Inc., Topeka • 05/04/07 Federal Home Loan Bank Tour and Employee 
Forum, Topeka 05/04/07 190th Refueling Wing Visit, Forbes Field  
04/22/07 Foster 
Parent Press 
Conference, To-
peka and Shaw-
nee Public Li-
brary  04/21/07 
Kansas Indepen-
dent Pharmacy 
Service Corpora-
•on Recep•on, 
Capitol Plaza 
04/12/07 Address to Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce, Bank of 
America Building 04/09/07 Feldkamp / Manville Farm Tour 

16

County by County,Working for You!

Above:  Jim Cates radio show; upper right: 
Washburn Law Student Banquet; lower right:  Great 
Overland Sta•on press conference



WILSON COUNTY

The 2007 •oods caused exten-
sive damage to proper!es in 
Wilson County.  In an e"ort to 
prevent future •ood damage, 
I helped to secure $200,000 
for Wilson County to design 
and plan for a system mi!gate 
future •ooding.  In the same 
funding bill, Fredonia received 
$98,000 for street improve-
ments.

02/22/08 Congress on Your Corner, 
Drake’s Cafe, Bu"alo • 10/06/07 Golden 
Keys Nursing Home Congress on Your 
Corner, Neodesha • 10/06/07 -84th 
Annual Fredonia Homecoming Fes!val, 
Fredonia • 09/14/07 to 09/16/07 Kan-
sas East United Methodist Mission Trip, 
Fredonia • 07/02/07 Aerial and Ground 
Tour of Southeast Kansas Flooding, 
Fredonia • 07/01/07 Tour of Southeast 
Kansas Flooding, Fredonia • 06/30/07 
Tour of Southeast Kansas Flooding, 
Neodesha and Altoona • 05/19/07 Gold 
Dust Days, Fredonia

WOODSON COUNTY
Woodson County’s rural character is one of its greatest charms, but it 
also presents county o#cials with unique challenges, such as providing 
adequate public safety services to its residents.  To assist in the improve-
ment of these services, I was pleased to help secure $94,000 in federal 
funding for the Woodson County Sheri"’s Department.

04/19/08 Congress on Your Corner, Yates Center Senior Center 01/30/08 Memo-
rial Services for Bill Linde, Calvary Episcopal Church, Yates Center • 06/30/07 Tour 
of Southeast Kansas Flooding, Yates Center • 05/26/07 Yates Center Celebra!on, 
Yates Center High School
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Scenes Across the Kansas Second District

Congresswoman Boyda listens to a cons•tuent speak at a 
local fes•val in Fredonia. 

Supporters in Yates Center gather with their    
Congresswoman.

Arma Leavenworth Kansas Farm



      “Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of accountabil-
ity in Congress.
     “This year, taxpayers will pay Dan Rostenkowski about 
$126,000.  We’ll write checks for some $64,000 to Duke 
Cunningham, and we’ll give Robert Ney about $33,000.
     “What do these three men have in common?  All are 
re•red members of the U.S. House of Representa•ves.  All 
are convicted criminals.  Each abused his o•ce by commit-
•ng fraud, bribery, or conspiracy and was found guilty in 
federal court.
     “Despite their convic•ons, Rep. Rostenkowski, Rep. Cun-
ningham, Rep. Murphy, and over a dozen other former law-
makers remain eligible to draw taxpayer-funded pensions 
for their elected service.  The exact amount of their pay-
ments varies, but the average is around $47,000 per year.  
That’s greater than the average American’s household in-
come.
      “Madam Speaker, when the new majority was sworn 
into the House of Representa•ves, we had a clear man-
date from Americans:  End the scandals.  Drain the swamp.  
Clean up Congress. 
     “We have already taken meaningful !rst steps toward re-
form.  In our !rst day in session, we passed an ethics reform 
package that banned Members from accep•ng gi"s from 

lobbyists.  We blocked representa•ves from #ying on cor-
porate jets.  And we prevented Congressmen from pressur-
ing private businesses to hire or !re for poli•cal reasons.
     “But our work is not done, and it will never be done 
as long as convicted criminals can draw a Congressional 
pension.  Congress can and should revoke the pensions of 
convicted lawmakers, but for decades now, even as pay-
outs have totaled millions of dollars, this body has quietly 
ignored the problem.
     “No longer.  The bill we’ll consider this a"ernoon, the 
Honest Leadership, Open Government Act, incorporates 
legisla•on I authored to strip the pensions of crooked law-
makers.
     “The !nal bill also limits the so-called “revolving door” of 
lawmakers turning into lobbyists, and it imposes !nancial 
disclosure requirements on the lobbying industry.  Taken 
together, these changes represent the most signi!cant eth-
ics overhaul to pass Congress in decades.
      “I urge my colleagues to support this legisla•on.  By 
enac•ng these sweeping reforms, Congress can begin to re-
cover from the long years of scandals and corrup•on.  We 
can start to earn back Americans’ trust, and we can rebuild 
faith in the legisla•ve process. 
     “I yield back the balance of my •me.”

Rep. Dan Rostenkowski
Charged with 
keeping “ghost” 
employees on his 
payroll and embez-
zling funds

$126,000/year

Rep. Randy Cunningham
Plead guilty to 
accep•ng $2.4 
million in bribes 
and under report-
ing his income

$64,000/year

Rep. Robert Ney
Convicted of   do-
ing illegal  favors 
for lobbyists in 
exchange for gi"s

$33,000/year

Rep. James Tra•cant
Convicted for tak-
ing bribes, !ling 
false tax returns, 
and forcing aides 
to do chores on 
his farm

$40,000/year

YOU’RE PAYING RETIREMENT BENEFITS TO...
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The $64,000 Question
Why are taxpayers paying convicted felon Rep. Randy Cunningham $64,000 in 

re!rement bene•ts each year?

 Un•l last year, Members of Congress who commi•ed bribery, embezzlement, mail fraud, 
and other crimes related to their o•cial du•es remained eligible to receive a Congressional pen-
sion.  No longer:  Under a new law that I helped to write, elected o•cials who are convicted of 
these crimes will forfeit their taxpayer-funded re•rement bene!ts.
 Below are my remarks in support of the bill, as delivered on the "oor of the U.S. House of 
Representa•ves on July 30, 2007.



     As a U.S. soldier drives a Humvee down the danger-
ous streets of Baghdad, he must juggle a dozen concerns 
at once.  He must focus on his mission.  He must protect 
his own safety and the safety of his unit.  He might even 
be thinking, in some distant corner of his mind, about the 
math test his daughter is taking half a world away.
      The very last thing he needs to worry about is his taxes.
     That’s why, soon a•er the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
began, President Bush issued an execu•ve order intended 
to ease the burden of taxes on American troops.  The order 
is supposed to ensure that when a soldier is serving in a 
Middle East combat zone, every penny of his or her pay is 
tax-free -- just as soldiers’ pay was tax-free in Desert Storm, 
Vietnam, Korea, and World War II.

     Unfortunately, Presi-
dent Bush’s order fell far 
short of protec•ng ac-
•ve duty soldiers from 
all federal taxes.
     For years, the IRS 
has penalized soldiers 
for their war•me pay 
when determining eli-
gibility for several tax 
incen•ves, such as the 
Earned Income Tax 

Credit.  Because of these tax penal•es, military families may 
be hit with a “Soldier Tax” of $4,500 or more each year.
     Congress has acted in the past to temporarily suspend 
the Soldier Tax, but the latest deferral was set to expire at 
the end of 2007.  More than 150,000 military families faced 
a crippling war•me tax increase in 2008.
     Because the Kansas Second Congressional District is home 

to three military bases -- Fort Riley, Fort Leavenworth, and 
Forbes Field -- the Soldier Tax threatened to hit us especially 
hard.
     In October of 2007, I authored legisla•on to permanently 
abolish the Soldier 
Tax.  Under my bill, 
military families 
would no longer 
have to rely on tem-
porary measures, 
hoping against 
hope that Congress 
would see !t to ex-
tend their tax relief 
one more year.  Our 
soldiers could !nal-
ly rest assured that 
America honored 
their service and 
their service pay.
     The bill I wrote 
was included in the 
Heroes Earning As-
sistance and Relief 
Tax (HEART) Act of 
2007.  It passed the U.S. House of Representa•ves unani-
mously late last year, and last month President Bush signed 
it into law.
     Thanks to the HEART Act, hundreds of thousands of 
military families will have a li"le more money for food and 
clothes, for toys for their kids and even the occasional treat 
for themselves.  It’s the very least America can do for our 
soldiers.
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Veterans’ Funding Press Conference, Washington D.C.

Working for You!
Fighting to End the Soldier Tax




